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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE MBABANE 0586 
CAPE TOWN FOR EMBASSY 
E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: CVIS, SF (MCKAY, JOHN G.) 

SUBJECT: SOUTH AFRICAN VISA PROBLEMS - EMERGENCY ENTRY 
REF: MASERU 0350 

1. EMBASSY MBABANE RECENTLY HAD CASE VERY SIMILAR TO 
THAT DESCRIBED REFTEL, WITH SIMILAR RESULT. 

2. AMCIT JOHN G. MCKAY, A RECENTLY ARRIVED PCV IN 
SWAZILAND, RECEIVED INFORMATION MARCH 26 THAT HIS FATHER 
HAD JUST DIED IN ATHENS. ON THE FOLLOWING MORNING, 

EMBASSY WAS INFORMED THAT MCKAY COULD NOT OBTAIN AIR 
PASSAGE TO JAN SMUTS TO MAKE A CONNECTING FLIGHT TO 
ATHENS, AND THAT HE DID NOT HAVE A SOUTH AFRICAN VISA. 

ASSUMING THAT THE BORDER POST WOULD NOT GRANT ADMINISTRATIVE 
ENTRY, EMBOFF TELEPHONED EMBASSY PRETORIA FOR AID IN 
FACILITATING ADMINISTRATIVE ENTRY. EMBOFF THEN ACCOM- 
PANIED AMCIT TO OSHOEK BORDER TO ASSIST HIM IN 

GAINING ENTRY. 
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3. AFTER ONE-HOUR DEBATE WITH BORDER GUARDS, EMBOFF WAS 
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ABLE TO ARRANGE ADMINISTRATIVE ENTRY. DURING THIS PERIOD, 
EMBASSY PRETORIA INFORMED EMBASSY THAT EMERGENCY VISA FOR 
MCKAY HAD BEEN APPROVED AND THAT OSHOEK BORDER POST WAS 
BEING INFORMED. 

4. S.A. BORDER GUARDS ON SWAZILAND FRONTIER HAVE BREN 
INFORMED BY THEIR SUPERIORS TO CHECK WITH S.A. REGIONAL 
SECURITY OFFICERS BEFORE GRANTING EMERGENCY ENTRY INTO 
R.S.A. ACCESS TO SECURITY PERSONNEL IS CONTROLLED BY 
BORDER GUARDS, WHO VARY GREATLY IN INTELLIGENCE, PERSONALITY, 
EXPERIENCE, AND WILLINGNESS TO BE HELPFUL. 

LANE 
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